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WHO WE ARE 

RECEIVE YOUR SDHHS NEWSLETTER THROUGH EMAIL 

If you would like to receive your edition of the 

SDHHS Newsletter through Email please con-

tact the Regina Office at: regina@sdhhs.com and 

request this service. Please include the current 

Email address you would like the Newsletter to 

be forwarded to.  

If you would like to see your artwork on the 

cover of the SDHHS Newsletter, please con-

tact: regina@sdhhs.com 

 

Cover Photo: copyright of Jon Gilbert Fox  



 

 

Letter From the President  

 On Thursday, March 4th, 2010, Roger Carver, Glenda Little, and myself met with SaskTel representatives from; 
Marketing, Customer Services, and the SaskTel Employee Network, to discuss future of services provided by SaskTel for 
persons with a disability.  SaskTel invited: The Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), Canadian Paraplegic As-
sociation, SaskAbilities Council, along with SDHHS.  SaskTel wanted to address the issues of accessibility for communi-
cation services and was seeking consultation from advocacy group. I found the meeting very informative. We learned 
that SaskTel would like to give up SaskTel TTY Relay Service by contracting this service out, right now they are working 
on the particular wordings for the contract. I think this is an excellent opportunity for SDHHS to pursue the contract. In 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ό{ΦIΦLΦtΦύΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ¢¢¸ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ тŘŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ- be-
fore the CRTC mandated that every province must provide this service. SaskTel took over the service for many years 
but now they would like to have an independent contractor to provide this service, again.  There also will be an IP relay 
service, this should be functional this coming July, in which BlackBerry users could call the Relay Service in the same 
manner as the TTY service.  We also discussed the provision of VRS services for this province; SaskTel made it clear to 
us that they do not feel it is feasible for them to set up such a system, but they were intrigued by our suggestion that 
SDHHS could provide the service with the support of their technical expertise with respects to providing equipment, 
and software. SDHHS would be responsible in hiring and screening interpreters.  Glenda discussed the absence of close 
captioning in the movie channels and certain programs with the Max (Cable) representative. These problems are com-
mon with MAX subscribers but SaskTel is eager to solve the technical glitches. 

 

 The Annual General Meeting is coming up quickly. The AGM will be held in Regina, at the Ramada Inn on the 
corner of Victoria Street and Broad Street on Saturday, June 19, 2010. We are hoping to have an aboriginal keynote 
speaker from the Tinker Foundation for our AGM. In this newsletter you will find enclosed a couple of inserts such as a 
nomination form, member resolution form, and if you are interested in joining the Board of Directors or changing the 
bylaws. Please circle on your calendar for June 19th and I hope to see many of you in attendance. 

 

 I am pleased that Roger has recruited a new interpreter for the Regina area and I would like to welcome 
Sheena Dalrymple to SDHHS. This is an excellent start and it will go a long way in alleviating the interpreter shortage in 
Saskatchewan.  Sheena has experience working for Sorenson so she will be a valuable asset if SDHHS decides to set up 
VRS and VRI in the near future. 

 

 In the meantime, enjoy the beautiful spring like weather we are having and hopefully it will carryover into sum-
mer. So stay safe until we all meet again! 

 

Dale Birley 

President 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director  

!ŦǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  ά5ŜŀŦƘƻƻŘέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ ƛƴ 

March, I would like to see SDHHS enter a new phase in how 

we should deal with our clients. This workshop featured a 

couple of Deaf speakers from California: Dr. Genie Gertz, the 

Dean of Deaf Studies at Ohlone College, and Ella Mae Lentz, 

ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ !{[ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά5ŜŀŦƘƻƻŘέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

way of viewing Deaf persons through a new lens. The old 

ǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎέΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ά5ŜŀŦƘƻƻŘέ ƳƻǾŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ 

from this function and focuses on the whole person and 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎΦ ά5ŜŀŦƴŜǎǎέ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀƛǊƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

of sign language in young children, which in turn leads to their language and educational delay.  This re-

ǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ Lƴ ŀ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ άŎǳǊŜέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎŜŀǎŜέΦ 

ά5ŜŀŦƘƻƻŘέ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

whole child through a natural, visual language.  Lƴ ǎǳƳΣ ά5ŜŀŦƘƻƻŘέ ƛǎ ŀ process to be nurtured while 

deafness is a condition to be managed.  This tells me that we need to reframe how we view the Deaf and 

move in that direction. This mean a paradigm shift in the way we do business with our Deaf clients so 

that, at the end of the day, we can contribute to the development of a healthier and better educated 

Deaf community over the long run. In order to begin this process, I spoke with these two speakers, Dr. 

Genie Gertz and Ella Mae Lentz, about presenting such workshops in both Regina and Saskatoon next 

year, and they are interested. I will seek to obtain funding to make this happen and inform you as to the 

dates of their visit. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ 

are hard of hearing or late deafened who have grown to rely on their hearing function, and they will con-

tinue to need our services in helping them live with their hearing impairment. Simply put, persons who 

have grown to depend on their limited hearing function in order to lead their daily lives are more vulner-

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŀŦ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

feel less so, provided that they are well-equipped with visual strategies by knowledgeable persons. 

It is with this vision that we will commence the development of our new Early Childhood and Family Ser-

vices that would enable the development of young deaf children into productive citizens who are well-

rounded socially and emotionally, well-educated, literate, and fluent in both Sign and English, using all 

and any tools we have at our disposal.  In this issue  is a reprint of an article discussing the paradox of 

letting hearing babies learn sign language that would accelerate their language development and en-

hance their social and emotional development while denying deaf and hard of hearing babies the oppor-

tunity to learn it. This article is a good illustration of the barriers these children are faced with and the 

need to break them down.  The bottom line is to give deaf and hard of hearing children the best possible 

start in life by building upon their strengths rather than weaknesses.  

Roger Carver 

Executive Director 
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SDHHS Community Announcements 

New Interpreter Joins the Regina SDHHS Staff 

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services is pleased to announce the addition of a new 
full-time interpreter, Sheena Dalrymple of Boissevain, Manitoba, to its Regina staff, starting 
April 6thΦ  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Deaf community in Regina and southern Saskatchewan and giving some degree of relief to our 
ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ {ŀǎƪŀǘƻƻƴΣέ ƴƻǘŜǎ wƻƎŜǊ /ŀǊǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦƻǊǘǳπ
nate to be able to land an interpreter with the level of skill and training she has especially in the 
ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜΦέ 

Sheena comes with impressive credentials, having attended Camosun College in Victoria, learned ASL at Vancouver Commu-
nity College and received her Interpreter diploma at Douglas College in New Westminster BC. She also worked as a freelance 
interpreter for E-Quality Communication Centre of Excellence in Winnipeg and as a VRS interpreter for Sorenson Communi-
cations in Winnipeg. Her most recent posting was as an educational interpreter at Killarney Collegiate Institute in Killarney, 
Manitoba. She also worked as an intervenor with the Deaf-blind Services in Vancouver. She also was the recipient of several 
bursaries for having demonstrated a high level of skill in ASL, leadership, and community involvement and of the Millennium 
9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ άǎƘƻǿƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
their post-ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦέ 

SDHHS would like to note that its other interpreter in Regina, Karen Nurkowski, will continue to provide interpreting services. 

wƻƎŜǊ /ŀǊǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ ά{ƘŜŜƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
willing to accept feedback about her interpreting from the consumers, and so we are asking our consumers to be positive 
and patient with her as she adjusts to her new life, new friends and new signs in Regina. We are thrilled to have her as a part 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ {ƘŜŜƴŀ ŀ ōƛƎ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗέ 

April 9, 2010 

Dear Roger,  

 I am so very pleased, relieved, and re-energized 

with the positive progressive information delivered to 

my by Debby Paquin; on an uncertain, spontaneous visit 

ot your SDHHS office this week.  

 In shortς my initial contact with your office has 

proven to be extremely beneficial. Debby was insightful, 

perceptive, flexible, knowledgeable, and unexpectedly 

inviting towards queries. Her desire to chare and expand 

possibilities in many directions left me in the privileged 

position of having CHOICES, something that disappeared 

with my recent diagnosis of instant idiopathic one-sided 

Sensori-Neural profound deafness.  

 ²ƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ-In wel-

ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ŀǘƛΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘŜǎƪΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇπ

ful.  

 

Sincerely,  

Elizabthe Ormiston 

Every year, SDHHS  along with other community agen-
cies take part in organizing the Women with Disabili-
ties  [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Day.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƛǘǎ млth Annual which took 
place on March 8, 2010 at the Hilton Garden Hotel in 
Saskatoon. 104 attendees celebrated women with dis-
abilities and the contributions they make to family and 
our community. Entertainment was provided by Ruth 
Eliason and the guest speaker  was the Honorauble 
Donna Harpauer who spoke about her life experiences 
with people with disabilities.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ƛȊ 
Weegar presented by the 2009 Award recipient Bea 
Shortt. 

The committee would like to thank the following spon-
sors: Hilton Garden Inn, Sasktel, Access 2000 Elevator & 
Lift Inc., Parktown Hotel ς The Laugh Shop, The Body 
Shop, Paramount, Persephone Theatre, The Nosegay 
Giftshop & Fresh Flowers,  

Funding for this event was provided by Government of 
Saskatchewan ς Status of Women Office 

See you next year! Date to be announced. More details 
will be announced on www.sdhhs.com 

LETTER FROM THE COMMUNITY INTERNATIONAL WOMENõS DAY UPDATE 



 

 

SDHHS Annual General Meeting 

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Inc. Annual General Meetings will be 

hosted in Regina on June 19, 2010. Inserted in the Newsletter are nomination forms for 

active Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Members only. Directions on how 

to submit the nomination forms are located at the bottom of the forms.  

 

Memberships are valid for a year time period. Please ensure, before you submit your 

nominations, that you membership is in current standing. If you need, you may conveniently renew your membership 

for the nominal fee of $ 5.00/ per person by visiting either Regina or Saskatoon SDHHS offices.  

AGM Details 

Location: Ramada Hotel, 1818 Victoria Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan 

Date: Saturday, June 19, 2010 

Registration: 9:30 am to 10:00 am 

AGM: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Luncheon: 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm 

AGM Luncheon/ Guest Speaker 

SDHHS is having a luncheon to immediately follow the AGM. The Luncheon fee is $ 15.00 per person. If you would like 

to attend the luncheon please RSVP to the Regina SDHHS Office. Please forward your information before June 15, 2010 

to: 

AGM Luncheon c/o SDHHS, 2341 Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 1Y9 

If you have any additional questions please contact SDHHS at: 

Phone: 306-352-3323/ 1-800-565-3323 

TTY: 522-0750/ 1-888-272-9116 

Email: regina@sdhhs.com 

Fax: 306-757-3252 

The guest speakers are Sonia and Donna Wuttunee and Clarence Neault who will be addressing issues facing Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing persons of First Nations ancestry. Sonia is Deaf and was raised in the Red Pheasant First Nation in 
Cando, Saskatchewan. She attended and graduated from the R.J.D. Williams School for the Deaf in Saskatoon and ob-
ǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭƭŀǳŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƻƴ 
behalf of Deaf First Nations people in both Canada and the United States and was active with the Intertribal Deaf Coun-
ŎƛƭΦ 5ƻƴƴŀ ƛǎ {ƻƴƛŀΩǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘǿƛƴ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ bŜŀǳƭǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛπ
nator of the Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled, an organization devoted to persons with disabilities in northern 
Saskatchewan.  

Persons who do not plan to attend the AGM are welcome to join us for the luncheon and to hear the speakers pro-
vided they pay for the luncheon. 

 

** Please confirm before June 15, 2010 to the Regina Office with the Luncheon RSVP inserted in the Newsletter ** 



 

 

SDHHS Annual General Meeting 

AGM Transportation 

To all the members who would like to attend the AGM, from Saskatoon and area, SDHHS will be providing transporta-

tion to Regina and return for a nominal fee of $ 15.00 per person. If you are interested in travelling with SDHHS please 

contact the Saskatoon Office to RSVP before June 11, 2010. Please RSVP to 665-6575 or 1-800-667-6575 or to Saska-

toon@sdhhs.com 

 

 

AGM Board of Directors Elections 

POSITION CURRENT STANDING BOARD MEMBER TERM 

Deaf One Year Standing Dale Birley  

Hearing  One Year Standing Kristjana Gudmundson  

Deaf One Year Standing Bob Hutchinson  

Hard of Hearing One Year Standing Glenda Little  

Deafened  One Year Standing Pam McConwell  

Deaf One Year Standing Joanne Weber  

Hearing One Year Standing Paulette Smith  

POSITIONS FOR ELECTION    

Hard of Hearing Running for re-election Dave Gibson 2 Year 

Hearing Running for re-election Scott Harwood 2 Year 

Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year 

Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year 

Deafened Open for Nomination  North Saskatchewan  2 Year 

    

Nomination forms for Board Members and AGM proposals are inserted in the Newsletter. Please complete the form and send it to: 

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Saskatoon Office 

SDHHS Nominations Committee 

c/o SDHHS Saskatoon 

#3, 511 1st Avenue, North 

Saskatoon, SK, S7K 1X5 

Nominations Guidelines 



 

 

Deafness can be a positive experience  

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (SDHHS) is 

an organization aimed at improving the quality of lives of 

deaf and hard of hearing persons. It is in the process of estab-

lishing a new early childhood and family support program 

(ECFS) for families with deaf children. 

Roger Carver, the Executive Director of SDHHS, said, 

ά5ŜŀŦƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎƻƴŘƛπ

tion and one of the easiest disabilities for families to cope 

with. It can, and ought to, be a positive experience for fami-

lies as it provides them with new opportunities to enrich their 

lives and to develop new skills. Parents feel good about hav-

ing acquired the ability to communicate with Deaf personsτ

ŀ ǎƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎΦέ 

άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ŜŀŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ 

in life like being unable to hear dragonflies buzzing, the wind 

whistling through the trees 

or the roaring of a waterfall. 

Such regrets are unneces-

sary.  The deaf child per-

ceives things in a different 

fashionτthe zigzagging 

ŘǊŀƎƻƴŦƭȅΩǎ  ƛǊƛŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ǿƛƴƎǎ 

vibrating in the sunlight, the 

breeze gently pulsating on 

the face with the leaves 

trembling high above, and 

the cool white spray rising 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

/ŀǊǾŜǊΦ άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

come to appreciate the rich visual and tactile interpretation 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ 

άaǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎŀōƭƛƴƎΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 

children by health professionals who employ medical and 

therapeutic solutions focused largely on the hearing and 

ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǊǾŜǊΦ άhŦǘŜƴΣ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ 

the strengths inherent of the Deaf child, chief of which is vi-

sion. Sign Language is more readily absorbed at a much faster 

pace by the young Deaf child and contributes greatly to the 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ 

DǊŀƘŀƳ .Ŝƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ŘŜŀŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ 

acquires sign language and its perfect adaptability for the 

purpose of developing his mind; but after all, it is not the lan-

guage of the millions of people among whom his lot has been 

ŎŀǎǘΦέΩ 

Bell placed a greater value on the development of speech and 

integration with the hearing over the development of the 

mind, at the expense of practical education. Not all deaf chil-

dren succeed in mastering speech and in being fully inte-

ƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ 

.ŜƭƭΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛπ

ated with work on elocution and speech, and both his mother 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŦΣ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘƭȅΣ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ōŜƭƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  

His research on hearing and speech further led him to experi-

ment with hearing devices which eventually led to his inven-

tion of the telephone. 

According to Carver, Deaf persons are impacted by illiteracy 

and inadequate education than by their hearing loss, and 

SDHHS, sees a steady stream of young Deaf adults who seek 

help in finding employment, and upgrading their education, 

as most of them leave school with an average of Grade 4 or 5 

ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ /ŀǊǾŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

we live in a world that is more 

interconnected through the 

print medium such as through 

the Internet, email, and text 

messaging.  Emphasis on liter-

acy development in young deaf 

children would be a key compo-

nent in our ECFS programming 

as it will give deaf children a 

greater chance of integrating 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŀŦ ŎƘƛƭπ
dren should be prevented from 
developing their hearing and 

speech skills in favor of sign language. On the contrary, sign 
language enhances the overall development of the child, in-
ŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǊǾŜǊΦ IŜ 
also observes that many families with Deaf children are often 
told by professionals to avoid contact with the Deaf commu-

ƴƛǘȅΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ sad commentary on what is happening in Sas-
katchewan. The Deaf community is a rich repository of 
information on practical solutions for deaf persons living in 
a hearing world developed over the centuries. SDHHS in-
tends to break down this barrier by encouraging such 
families to interact with 
the deaf community, thus 
ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ  ƭƛǾŜǎΣέ ƘŜ 
added  

Featured in the Leader 
Post, on Saturday, May 2, 
2010, Section G10 
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SDHHSð YOUTH CAMP ANNOUNCEMENT 

SDHHS  

Youth Camp-2010  

September 10 - 12 
Arlington Beach, SK. 

Sponsored by Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Inc. (SDHHS).  SDHHS is a bi - lingual, bi -

cultural, non - profit organization which supports the independence of Deaf, Deafened, and Hard of Hearing persons by 

providing services which enhance their quality of life.  

 SDHHS takes great pride in the young people in our province who live with a hearing loss.  The purpose of the 

Youth Camp is to provide youth of Saskatchewan, aged 13 ð 29 who have a hearing loss, with the opportunity to develop 

leadership skills, self - advocacy skills and strategies.  It is also an opportunity for social interaction, fun and healthy 

activities, and to belong.      

Email:  saskatoon@sdhhs.com  

 regina@sdhhs.com  

VPAD:  saskatoonoffice      

Phone Toll free:  1 - 800 - 667 - 6575  

Fax:  306 - 665 - 7746  

Or visit our website for more information:  www.sdhhs.com  

 

*DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FRIDAY, AUG 13 TH , 2010*  

The registration form is inserted into this Newsletter  

SDHHHS 

http://www.sdhhs.com


 

 

Living With Hearing Loss 

 

!ǎ DŀŜƭ Iŀƴƴŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά LΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΣ ǎƻ L ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǎǇ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

 

This is why Gael became involved in hearing loss advocacy a few years ago and has since made three discoveries: 

ά L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ 

ά L Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎΦέ 

ά aȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

 

These discoveries, not only helped Gael to better cope with her hearing loss, but also gave her a mission ς to find a way 
to express the emotional impact of hearing loss. 

 

As an actress, Gael knows how powerfully drama can illuminate the emotional heart of an issue in a way mere words 
ŎŀƴƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛǎ ά¦ƴƘŜŀǊŘ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέΣ ŀ ƻƴŜ-woman play that takes the audience into the minds and hearts of people 
with hearing loss. If your life has been troubled in any way by hearing loss, as most people have, whether personally or 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ά¦ƴƘŜŀǊŘ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέΦ 

 

DŀŜƭΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎŀǳƎŀΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ά¦ƴƘŜŀǊŘ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜƎƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ IŀǊŘ ƻŦ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¦ƴƘŜŀǊŘ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέ ŀǘ 
the RCMP Heritage Centre in Regina on Saturday evening, May 15. 

 

 As an added attraction, Dacy Zacharias, the Canadian Cochlear Awareness Network Manager, who is the mother of 
two bilaterally implanted daughters, will discuss implantable hearing solutions and who is a candidate. 

 

This exciting evening will begin at 6:30pm with a Wine and Cheese Reception, featuring an informative Trade Show of 
listening and Signalling Devices. 

 

Come and enjoy this entertaining performance, which can act as a stepping stone to living successfully with the impact 
of hearing loss. For tickets and information, please contact the SDHHS office in Regina at (306) 352-3323. 

 

For further information: 

   George Thomas, Regina, SK.,  (306) 585-1006 

   E-mail-  jgthomas@accesscomm.ca  

 

CHHA EVENTð Regina 



 

 

CHHA EVENTð REGINA 

 

 

An Evening with Gael !  
Saturday, May 15, 2010  

at the SGI Theatre, RCMP Heritage Centre  

5907 Dewdney Avenue  
 

Wine & Cheese Reception and Tradeshow: 6:00 pm  

Show Time:  7:30 pm  

Gael Hannan 

Unheard Voices, a one-woman play, is a candid and compassionate portrayal of people 

dealing with the life -changing impact of hearing loss.  
 

Dacy Zacharias  

  

 

 

Tickets $25.00  

For tickets call:              

SDHHS  2341 Broad Street  1-800-565-3323 

George Thomas at 306-585-1006 

Gloria Knous at 306 -457-3259 

Sue Bernt at 306 -546-1022 

Cochlear Awareness Network Manager ï Canada   

Dacy, a mother of two bilaterally implanted girls, will present on how hearing 

works, implantable hearing solutions, and who is a Candidate?  

Entertainment will be captioned.  

http://www.cochlearamericas.com/


 

 

ARTICLE: An Interesting Paradox  

By J. Freeman King, Ed. D. 
Utah State University 
 
The latest phenomenon to impact North America re-
lated to language acquisition and learning is the use of 
sign language to enhance the language development 
of hearing  babies, toddlers,  and preschoolers. Con-
versely, there is a push, mainly by substantive oral-
aural organizations and some psychologists, audiolo-
gists, and speech language pathologists, to promote 
speech, but not the use of sign language, for infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers who are deaf. The basis for 
this push is the erroneous belief that the use of sign 
language will inhibit, if the prevent, the development 
of speech. Herein is the paradox: eliciting the use of 
another sense (vision) and sign language to promote 
language development in the hearing child, yet pro-
hibiting the child who is deaf from using a visual lan-
guage. In essence, the deaf child is being penalized for 
his or her weakness (hearing), instead of promoting 
their strength (vision). 

 

 Research has shown that sign language (for both hearing and deaf infants, toddlers, and preschoolers) provides the 
earliest possible mode through which children can learn expressive language skills and open the door to shared meanings. 
The reason for this is that children begin to learn language long before they are physically capable of producing speech.  
While speech capabilities are still maturing, children struggle to find ways of expressing their wants, desires, and intentions. 
Given exposure to a visual language of signs, children are able to master language at an earlier stage. Signing children can 
communicate, while their peers are frustrated when others cannot comprehend their communication attempts. 
 

 Linguistic competency is necessary for human interaction. Language is necessary for the flow of information be-
tween children; between children and their parents; and between children and their teachers. Language is used to develop 
and enhance cognitive skills, to develop literacy, and to develop social and emotional skills. It is the pathway to intellectual 
growth, and essential for involvement in the entirety of the educational experience. Hence the idea that sign language can 
be another avenue to assist the hearing child in learning and utilizing language. Sign Language is a tool that can be used to 
promote language and speech competency in hearing children, even though speech is the primary tool through which lan-
guage is produced. It is not putting the cart before the horse when speech, which either cannot be hear or only partially 
heard, also becomes the primary tool for the child who is deaf through which language can be accessed and produced? 
 

 If, in fact, as research has demonstrated the use of sign language promotes speech development and provides a 
bridge to English language acquisition in children who can hear, would it not be logical to assume that the use of sign lan-
guage by children who are deaf would also be a viable bridge to accessing the English language? 
  

 Even though North American education champions bilingualism in hearing children, why does it in the same breath, 
apparently for the sake of parental and educational options, deny such a possibility to children who are deaf? Is it not logical 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǾǾȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΚ 
 

 Common sense, as well as research has illuminated much related to language acquisition and language learning: 
 

9ŀǊƭȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ. Lack of 
language access can negatively impact cognitive, psychological, and social development. Poor language skills are often linked 
to behavioral problems, academic difficulties, lowered self-esteem, and social immaturity. Behavioral problems, for example, 
ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
Yet, research shows that children with strong language skills, regardless of the language, consistently out perform their peers 
on tests of intelligence and other measures of success.  The language might be English or French or another spoken lan-
guage, or it can be sign language; the key is language accessibility of a deep and meaningful nature. The earlier a child ac-
quires his or her first language, the greater the success will be in acquiring subsequent language skills and meeting other im-
portant developmental milestones. 



 

 

ARTICLE: An Interesting Paradox  

All children (hearing and deaf) can benefit from the use of sign language, with no 
risk to academic, social, or emotional development, or spoken language skills. For 
both hearing and deaf children, sign language gives a head start in language learning, 
and can lead to higher achievement in measures of intelligence and academic and 
social development.  It is also important to note that there is no substantial body of 
research that indicates learning and using sign language will hinder the development 
of speech skills in either deaf or hearing children. 
 

For infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are deaf, sign language is a critical first 
step to communication. It provides the only accessible venue for natural and com-
plete language acquisition in the early years, and serves to prevent children who are deaf from becoming victims of the stag-
ƎŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŘŜƭŀȅǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎΦ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊπ
tive community of other deaf individuals. 
Infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are hard of hearing often fall through the cracks of the educational system, be-
cause of the erroneous assumption that they are primarily auditory learners. Even minimal hearing losses that are diag-
nosed as being within normal limits have been shown to have significant negative impacts on children. The less significant 
the hearing loss, the smaller the chances of having the loss identified early. After the hearing loss is identified, technological 
assistance and / or added speech training are hard pressed to compensate for a profound inability to fully access spoken lan-
guage. For these children, sign language provides the only bridge to fully accessing language. It also serves to provide access 
to the critical element of incidental learning, in that a visual access to language is given that would otherwise be missed by 
assuming that the child is able to hear and understand the spoken form of the language. 
 

Even though technology can be a useful tool for promoting speech, it does not necessarily assure the expectation es-
poused.  A child with a cochlear implant or one who uses hearing aids is, at best, hard of hearing. Maintenance issues, pro-
gramming/ adjustment issues, and restrictions as to when and where technological devices can be conveniently and safely 
used can create problems. The use of sign language is a viable solution to these problems. Sign language can be utilized be-
fore audiological supports can be properly fitted and/ or programmed for children. If children and able to develop spoken 
language skills, the use of signs should be continued to complement spoken language, especially when the need for commu-
nication is immediate and spoken language becomes inadequate due to difficulties with the technology, poor acoustics in the 
environment, or other extenuating factors. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άƛǎ ǎƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΚέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛly can 
make this decision; however, closely observing and letting the child take the lead regarding communication and language is 
an important element that should be considered. Regardless, keeping in mind that the child who is deaf (with our without a 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƛŘ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻŎƘƭŜŀǊ ƛƳǇƭŀƴǘύ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ Ǿƛǎƛon, and 
not his or her weakness, hearing. 
 

Historically many children who are deaf have been placed in oral-aural only programs, then transferred to signing programs 
when it was discovered that they were not oral-aural candidates, and were not able to access language.  Perhaps all children 
who are deaf should be placed in signing programs initially, then switched to oral-aural programs if they are failing. It is safe 
to say that very few would be switched to oral-aural programs due to failure to access language. Initially, though, the child 
ought to be given the best of both worlds: the opportunity and the ability to use sign language, when appropriate, and the 
opportunity and the ability to use speech, when appropriate. 
 
Reprinted from Exceptional Family, /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ, Vol. 5, No. 3. To sub-
scribe to Exceptional Family, visit www.exceptionalfamily.ca 

Dr. J. Freeman King is the director of Deaf education at Utah State University. He has worked as a classroom teacher, 
coach, Deaf of Students and supervising teacher at the New Mexico School for the Deaf and the Louisiana School for 
the Deaf. Dr. King has authored numerous articles for professional journals, and two books related to Deaf Education: 
Basic American Sign Language Principles for Hearing Parents of Deaf Children and Introduction to Deaf Education: A 
Deaf Perspective. He is also the author o Underwater Communication: A Guide for Scuba and Commercial Divers and 
co-developed two poster series for a classroom teachers of deaf children: Signs with Multiple English Meanings and 
Signonyms. 
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Hard of Hearing Association ð Saskatoon, Inc.  

Are you Hard of Hearing and are having difficulties? Do you 

want to learn to read lips and cope with your situations? 

¢ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΗ LǘΩǎ 

fun! Family members are welcome! 

 

LIPREADING SHARING AND SOCIAL 

 

When:  Every Wednesday, starting April 7, 2010  

  and again on September 8, 2010 

Where: Cosmopolitan Seniors Center,  

  614, 11th Street East, Saskatoon, SK 

Time:  1:00 ς3:00 p.m. 

 

~ Computer Note-taking Services will be provided~ 

 

If you wish to attend or want more information, please call 

Ken Murray at 249-1357 or Email: kmurry@sasktel.net 
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We would like to extend a special thanks to the funders and 

corporate donors who help us to break the sound barrier.  


