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Letter From the President

On Thursday, March4 2010, Roger Carver, Glenda Little, and myself met with SaskTel representatives from;
Marketing, Customer Services, and the SaskTel Employee Network, to discuss future of services provided by SaskTel
persons with a disability. SaskTel invited: The Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), Canadian Paraplegic /
sociation, SaskAbilities Council, along with SDHHS. SaskTel wanted to address the issues of accessibility for commu
cation services and was seeking consultation from advocacy group. | found the meeting very informative. We learned
that SaskTel would like to give up SaskTel TTY Relay Service by contracting this service out, right now they are workil
on the particular wordings for the contract. | think this is an excellent opportunity for SDHHS to pursue the contract. In
GKS SINI& mMpynQax 2dzNJ F2NX¥SNI I 3Sy0e 6{ ol oL dt d0-be-4 | &
fore the CRTC mandated that every province must provide this service. SaskTel took over the service for many years
but now they would like to have an independent contractor to provide this service, again. There also will be an IP relay
service, this should be functional this coming July, in which BlackBerry users could call the Relay Service in the same
manner as the TTY service. We also discussed the provision of VRS services for this province; SaskTel made it clear
us that they do not feel it is feasible for them to set up such a system, but they were intrigued by our suggestion that
SDHHS could provide the service with the support of their technical expertise with respects to providing equipment,
and software. SDHHS would be responsible in hiring and screening interpreters. Glenda discussed the absence of clc
captioning in the movie channels and certain programs with the Max (Cable) representative. These problems are com-
mon with MAX subscribers but SaskTel is eager to solve the technical glitches.

The Annual General Meeting is coming up quickly. The AGM will be held in Regina, at the Ramada Inn on the
corner of Victoria Street and Broad Street on Saturday, June 19, 2010. We are hoping to have an aboriginal keynote
speaker from the Tinker Foundation for our AGM. In this newsletter you will find enclosed a couple of inserts such as ¢
nomination form, member resolution form, and if you are interested in joining the Board of Directors or changing the
bylaws. Please circle on your calendar for Jurféat® | hope to see many of you in attendance.

| am pleased that Roger has recruited a new interpreter for the Regina area and | would like to welcome
Sheena Dalrymple to SDHHS. This is an excellent start and it will go a long way in alleviating the interpreter shortage |
Saskatchewan. Sheena has experience working for Sorenson so she will be a valuable asset if SDHHS decides to se
VRS and VRI in the near future.

In the meantime, enjoy the beautiful spring like weather we are having and hopefully it will carryover into sum-
mer. So stay safe until we all meet again!

Dale Birley
President
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

Roger J. Carver
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March, I would like to see SDHHS enter a new phase in
we should deal with our clients. This workshop featured
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couple of Deaf speakers from California: Dr. Genie Gertzg¥ ; ! g/\ 'j\ *
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gre gla (G2 F20dza 2y GKSAN"!’ 5\;\\/ FAOI
AYLI ANBR KSINXAYy3I FTdzyOilazyl TRNY 258

from this function and focuses on the whole person and :
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of sign language in young children, which in turn leads to their language and educational delay. This re-
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whole child through a natural, visual language.y’ & dzY = & 5 Bdcésdode rrtured véhile I

deafness is aonditionto be managed.This tells me that we need t@framehow we view the Deaf and

move in that direction. This mean a paradigm shift in the way we do business with our Deaf clients so
that, at the end of the day, we can contribute to the development of a healthier and better educated

Deaf community over the long rum order to begin this process, | spoke with these two speakers, Dr.
Genie Gertz and Ella Mae Lentz, about presenting such workshops in both Regina and Saskatoon next
year, and they are interestediwill seek to obtain funding to make this happen and inform you as to the
dates of their visit.
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are hard of hearing or late deafened who have grown to rely on their hearing function, and they will con-
tinue to need our services in helping them live with their hearing impairment. Simply put, persons who
have grown to depend on their limited hearing function in order to lead their daily lives are more vulner-
FoftS (2 GKS GRAalLoAftAGEE FI OG2NIWD hy GKS 20(KSNJ
feel less so, provided that they are wetjuipped with visual strategies by knowledgeable persons.

It is with this vision that we will commence the development of our new Early Childhood and Family Ser-
vices that would enable the development of young deaf children into productive citizens who are well
rounded socially and emotionally, weltlucated, literate, and fluent in both Sign and English, using all

and any tools we have at our disposal. In this issue is a reprint of an article discussing the paradox of
letting hearing babies learn sign language that would accelerate their language development and en-
hance their social and emotional development while denying deaf and hard of hearing babies the oppor-
tunity to learn it. This article is a good illustration of the barriers these children are faced with and the
need to break them down. The bottom line is to give deaf and hard of hearing children the best possible
start in life by building upon their strengths rather than weaknesses.

Roger Carver

Executive Director



SDHHS Community Announcements

New Interpreter Joins the Regina SDHHS Staff

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services is pleased to announce the addition of a new
full-time interpreter, Sheena Dalrymple of Boissevain, Manitoba, to its Regina staff, starting
April6"®d  a¢KAAa eAff I2 | f2y3 L& Ay NBRdAzOAyY3
Deaf community in Regina and southern Saskatchewan and giving some degree of relief to our
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nate to be able to land an interpreter with the level of skill and training she has especially in the
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Sheena comes with impressive credentials, having attended Camosun College in Victoria, learned ASL at Vancouver Comn
nity College and received her Interpreter diploma at Douglas College in New Westminster BC. She also worked as a freelan
interpreter for EQuality Communication Centre of Excellence in Winnipeg and as a VRS interpreter for Sorenson Communi-
cations in Winnipeg. Her most recent posting was as an educational interpreter at Killarney Collegiate Institute in,Killarney
Manitoba. She also worked as an intervenor with the Bimfd Services in Vancouver. She also was the recipient of several
bursaries for having demonstrated a high level of skill in ASL, leadership, and community involvement and of the Millennium
OEOStfSyOS ! 61 NR 6KAOK Aa LINBaSYyiGSR (2 &GdzRSyda 6K2 KI ¢
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SDHHS would like to note that its other interpreter in Regina, Karen Nurkowski, will continue to provide interpreting.service
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willing to accept feedback about her interpreting from the consumers, and so we are asking our consumers to be positive
and patient with her as she adjusts to her new life, new friends and new signs in Regina. We are thrilled to have hér as a pa

2F 2dz2NJ GSFY FyR O2YYdzyAdeszr FyR a2 gAGK2dzi Fye FdzNI KSNJ
LETTER FROM THE COMMUNITY I NTERNATI ONAL WOMEN®S DAY UP
April 9, 2010 Every year, SDHH8ong with other community agen-
cies take part in organizing the Women with Disabili-
Dear Roger,
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pit place on March 8, 2010 at the Hilton Garden Hotel in

| am so very pleased, relieved, andereergized
with the positive progressive information delivered to
my by Debby Paquin; on an uncertain, spontaneous Vvis

ot your SDHHS office this week.

In short; my initial contact with your office has
proven to be extremely beneficial. Debby was insightfu
perceptive, flexible, knowledgeable, and unexpectedly

inviting towards queries. Her desire to chare and expand

possibilities in many directions left me in the privileged

position of having CHOICES, something that disappeare

with my recent diagnosis of instant idiopathic esieled
SensorNeural profound deafness.

Saskatoon. 104 attendees celebrated women with dis-
abilities and the contributions they make to family and
our community. Entertainment was provided by Ruth
Eliason and the guest speakesas the Honorauble
Donna Harpauer who spoke about her life experiences
with people with disabilities.

KAa @SINRa 22YSy 2F 5Aa0Ay

eegar presented by the 2009 Award recipient Bea
Shortt.

The committee would like to thank the following spon-

b Sors! Hiftbh Gérlieh fhn, Saktel, Acéeds 00O Elevator &
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ful.

Sincerely,

Elizabthe Ormiston

Shop, Paramount, Persephone Theatre, The Nosegay
Giftshop & Fresh Flowers,

Funding for this event was provided by Government of
Saskatchewan Status of Women Office

See you next year! Date to be announced. More details
will be announced on www.sdhhs.com



SDHHS Annual General Meeting

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Inc. Annual General Meetings will be

¢ ceYy » hosted in Regina on June 19, 2010. Inserted in the Newsletter are nomination forms for
“f; ’(;5 active Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Members only. Directions on how
G ,;} to submit the nomination forms are located at the bottom of the forms.

‘f( w W

Memberships are valid for a year time period. Please ensure, before you submit your
nominations, that you membership is in current standing. If you need, you may conveniently renew your membership
for the nominal fee of $ 5.00/ per person by visiting either Regina or Saskatoon SDHHS offices.

AGM Details
Location: Ramada Hotel, 1818 Victoria Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan
Date: Saturday, June 19, 2010
Registration: 9:30 am to 10:00 am
AGM: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Luncheon: 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

AGM Luncheon/ Guest Speaker

SDHHS is having a luncheon to immediately follow the AGM. The Luncheon fee is $ 15.00 per person. If you would lik
to attend the luncheon please RSVP to the Regina SDHHS Office. Please forward your information before June 15, 2(
to:

AGM Luncheon c/o SDHHS, 2341 Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 1Y9
If you have any additional questions please contact SDHHS at:

Phone: 306352-3323/ 1-800-565-3323

TTY: 520750/ 1-888-272-9116

Email: regina@sdhhs.com

Fax: 306757-3252

The guest speakers are Sonia and Donna Wuttunee and Clarence Neault who will be addressing issues facing Deaf a
Hard of Hearing persons of First Nations ancestry. Sonia is Deaf and was raised in the Red Pheasant First Nation in
Cando, Saskatchewan. She attended and graduated from the R.J.D. Williams School for the Deaf in Saskatoon and ol
GFAYSR KSNJ alddSNRa RSINBS Ay {20AFf 22N] FNBY DIFfftl
behalf of Deaf First Nations people in both Canada and the United States and was active with the Intertribal Deaf Coul
OAf @ 52yyl A& {2YAlFI Q& KSFENAyYy3 GoAy arAaidSNIFyR KIR g2
nator of the Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled, an organization devoted to persons with disabilities in northern
Saskatchewan.

Persons who do not plan to attend the AGM are welcome to join us for the luncheon and to hear the speakers pro-
vided they pay for the luncheon.

** Please confirm before June 15, 2010 to the Regina Office with the Luncheon RSVP inserted in the Newsletter **



SDHHS Annual General Meeting

AGM Board of Directors Elections

POSITION CURRENT STANDING BOARD MEMBER TERM
Deaf One Year Standing Dale Birley

Hearing One Year Standing Kristjana Gudmundson

Deaf One Year Standing Bob Hutchinson

Hard of Hearing One Year Standing Glenda Little

Deafened One Year Standing Pam McConwell
Deaf One Year Standing Joanne Weber
Hearing One Year Standing Paulette Smith

POSITIONS FOR ELECTION

Hard of Hearing Running for reelection Dave Gibson 2 Year
Hearing Running for reelection Scott Harwood 2 Year
Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year
Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year
Deafened Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year

Nominations Guidelines

Nomination forms for Board Members and AGM proposals are inserted in the Newsletter. Please complete the form and send it to.
Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Saskatoon Office

SDHHS Nominations Committee
c/o SDHHS Saskatoon

#3, 511 1st Avenue, North
Saskatoon, SK, S7K 1X5

AGM Transportation

To all the members who would like to attend the AGM, from Saskatoon and area, SDHHS will be providing transporta-
tion to Regina and return for a nominal fee of $ 15.00 per person. If you are interested in travelling with SDHHS please
contact the Saskatoon Office to RSVP before June 11, 2010. Please RSWB5#5685E800-667-6575 or to Saska-
toon@sdhhs.com



Deafness can be a positive experience

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (SDHHB)inisl, at the expense of practical education. Not all deaf chil-

an organization aimed at improving the quality of lives of dren succeed in mastering speech and in being fully inte-

deaf and hard of hearing persons. Itis in the processof esBN} 6§ SR Ay | KSFNAy3I a20AS0e d¢
lishing a new early childhood and family support program . 8tfQa FIGKSNE 3N} YRFIGKSNE |
(ECFS) for families with deaf children. ated with work on elocution and speech, and both his mother
Roger Carver, the Executive Director of SDHHS, said, YR A FS 6SNBE RSI T LINBF2dzyRf
G5SHTFTySaa Ay @2dzy3 OKAf RNBHs réseéath on feRringiakdspetdR furthér kd Him texpe- NJ
tion and one of the easiest disabilities for families to cope ment with hearing devices which eventually led to his inven-
with. It can, and ought to, be a positive experience for famition of the telephone.

lies as it provides them with new opportunities to enrich th?ﬂl'f:cording to Carver, Deaf persons are impacted by illiteracy
lives and to develop new skills. Parents feel good about haé/ﬁd inadequate education than by their hearing loss, and

ing acquired the apility to ,communi'cate with Deaf PETSONS sphHHS, sees a steady stream of young Deaf adults who seek
Foatatt aKbG y2a YEye LIS2 L Rin fldid mpfih®it, and upgrading their education,

Gt FNByida YrFe FSSt (KIF G (K Sasmbdstobithemh ledy&scHodk with andrierge ofGradteM HrHA y
in life like being unable to hear dragonflies buzzing, thewidiB I RAy 3 a1 Attt &a® / F NBSN) al gax

whistling through the trees we live in a world that is more

or the roaring of a waterfall. interconnected through the

Such regrets are unneces- print medium such as through

sary. The deaf child per- the Internet, email, and text

ceives things in a different messaging. Emphasis on liter-
fashiorr the zigzagging acy development in young deaf

RN} 32y Ff &Qa ANARSAOSY(l ¢Ay3a children would be a key compo-
vibrating in the sunlight, the nent in our ECFS programming
breeze gently pulsating on as it will give deaf children a

the face with the leaves greater chance of integrating
trembling high above, and GAGK GKS g2NIR I a
the cool Whi’te spray risinq i § GCKAA Aa y2d (G2 a
FNEY UKS 4b0US NJ Fttze 5} FAR dren should be prevented from

I'F NDSNI® ot NByua S@gSyudz tfe developing their hearing and

come to appreciate the rich visual and tactile interpretationspeech skills in favor of sign language. On the contrary, sign
2F GKS 62NI R O2y@dSe SR (i KNERlaagukge énkaddedthe@veralt deviBpyhant of the child, in-
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hi health professionals wh | ical also obdefves that any fgmili s with E)e?g chl%dren are’often 7 ~
children b.y eat. protessionals who empioy meo_hca and told by professionals to avoid contact with the Deaf commu-
therapeutic solutions focused largely on the hearing and y A (& dsad cofmentary on what js happening.in Sas-
ALISSOK FdzyOdAzyaze abAR [ 1 NN THDE Shhunity 4 Koh FPRIEYS 612 S 2
the strengths inherent of the Deaf child, chief of which is Vimformation on practical solutions for deaf persons living in
sion. Sign Language is more readily absorbed at a much fastsaring world developed over the centuries. SDHHS in-
pace by the young Deaf child and contributes greatly to theends to break down this barrier by encouraging such

OKAfRQa YSyidlrt IyR fIy3dz FHamileSOGdrataSy G e 9gSy ! £t SEFI yRSNH
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acquires sign language and its perfect adaptability forthe SY NA OKAy 3 GKSAN) fA@Sax¢e KS

purpose of developing his mind; but after all, it is not the lagdded

guage of the millions of people among whom his lot has been .
SI A0 ®E O Featured in the Leader

Post, on Saturday, May 2,
Bell placed a greater value on the development of speech apdo, Section G10

integration with the hearing over the development of the



