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Letter From the President

On Thursday, March4 2010, Roger Carver, Glenda Little, and myself met with SaskTel representatives from;
Marketing, Customer Services, and the SaskTel Employee Network, to discuss future of services provided by SaskTel
persons with a disability. SaskTel invited: The Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), Canadian Paraplegic /
sociation, SaskAbilities Council, along with SDHHS. SaskTel wanted to address the issues of accessibility for commu
cation services and was seeking consultation from advocacy group. | found the meeting very informative. We learned
that SaskTel would like to give up SaskTel TTY Relay Service by contracting this service out, right now they are workil
on the particular wordings for the contract. | think this is an excellent opportunity for SDHHS to pursue the contract. In
GKS SINI& mMpynQax 2dzNJ F2NX¥SNI I 3Sy0e 6{ ol oL dt d0-be-4 | &
fore the CRTC mandated that every province must provide this service. SaskTel took over the service for many years
but now they would like to have an independent contractor to provide this service, again. There also will be an IP relay
service, this should be functional this coming July, in which BlackBerry users could call the Relay Service in the same
manner as the TTY service. We also discussed the provision of VRS services for this province; SaskTel made it clear
us that they do not feel it is feasible for them to set up such a system, but they were intrigued by our suggestion that
SDHHS could provide the service with the support of their technical expertise with respects to providing equipment,
and software. SDHHS would be responsible in hiring and screening interpreters. Glenda discussed the absence of clc
captioning in the movie channels and certain programs with the Max (Cable) representative. These problems are com-
mon with MAX subscribers but SaskTel is eager to solve the technical glitches.

The Annual General Meeting is coming up quickly. The AGM will be held in Regina, at the Ramada Inn on the
corner of Victoria Street and Broad Street on Saturday, June 19, 2010. We are hoping to have an aboriginal keynote
speaker from the Tinker Foundation for our AGM. In this newsletter you will find enclosed a couple of inserts such as ¢
nomination form, member resolution form, and if you are interested in joining the Board of Directors or changing the
bylaws. Please circle on your calendar for Jurféat® | hope to see many of you in attendance.

| am pleased that Roger has recruited a new interpreter for the Regina area and | would like to welcome
Sheena Dalrymple to SDHHS. This is an excellent start and it will go a long way in alleviating the interpreter shortage |
Saskatchewan. Sheena has experience working for Sorenson so she will be a valuable asset if SDHHS decides to se
VRS and VRI in the near future.

In the meantime, enjoy the beautiful spring like weather we are having and hopefully it will carryover into sum-
mer. So stay safe until we all meet again!

Dale Birley
President
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

Roger J. Carver
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March, I would like to see SDHHS enter a new phase in
we should deal with our clients. This workshop featured
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couple of Deaf speakers from California: Dr. Genie Gertzg¥ ; ! g/\ 'j\ *
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from this function and focuses on the whole person and :
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of sign language in young children, which in turn leads to their language and educational delay. This re-
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whole child through a natural, visual language.y’ & dzY = & 5 Bdcésdode rrtured véhile I

deafness is aonditionto be managed.This tells me that we need t@framehow we view the Deaf and

move in that direction. This mean a paradigm shift in the way we do business with our Deaf clients so
that, at the end of the day, we can contribute to the development of a healthier and better educated

Deaf community over the long rum order to begin this process, | spoke with these two speakers, Dr.
Genie Gertz and Ella Mae Lentz, about presenting such workshops in both Regina and Saskatoon next
year, and they are interestediwill seek to obtain funding to make this happen and inform you as to the
dates of their visit.

¢tKAAd R2Sa y20 YSIYy ¢S oAttt Y20S gl & FNRY (GKS ¢
are hard of hearing or late deafened who have grown to rely on their hearing function, and they will con-
tinue to need our services in helping them live with their hearing impairment. Simply put, persons who
have grown to depend on their limited hearing function in order to lead their daily lives are more vulner-
FoftS (2 GKS GRAalLoAftAGEE FI OG2NIWD hy GKS 20(KSNJ
feel less so, provided that they are wetjuipped with visual strategies by knowledgeable persons.

It is with this vision that we will commence the development of our new Early Childhood and Family Ser-
vices that would enable the development of young deaf children into productive citizens who are well
rounded socially and emotionally, weltlucated, literate, and fluent in both Sign and English, using all

and any tools we have at our disposal. In this issue is a reprint of an article discussing the paradox of
letting hearing babies learn sign language that would accelerate their language development and en-
hance their social and emotional development while denying deaf and hard of hearing babies the oppor-
tunity to learn it. This article is a good illustration of the barriers these children are faced with and the
need to break them down. The bottom line is to give deaf and hard of hearing children the best possible
start in life by building upon their strengths rather than weaknesses.

Roger Carver

Executive Director



SDHHS Community Announcements

New Interpreter Joins the Regina SDHHS Staff

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services is pleased to announce the addition of a new
full-time interpreter, Sheena Dalrymple of Boissevain, Manitoba, to its Regina staff, starting
April6"®d  a¢KAAa eAff I2 | f2y3 L& Ay NBRdAzOAyY3
Deaf community in Regina and southern Saskatchewan and giving some degree of relief to our
AYGSNIINBOGAY3 adrFF Ay {lallidz22yzé y2iSa wz2-:
nate to be able to land an interpreter with the level of skill and training she has especially in the
FIOS 2F I aSOSNBE AYyGSNIINBGSNI &K2NIF 23S dé
Sheena comes with impressive credentials, having attended Camosun College in Victoria, learned ASL at Vancouver Comn
nity College and received her Interpreter diploma at Douglas College in New Westminster BC. She also worked as a freelan
interpreter for EQuality Communication Centre of Excellence in Winnipeg and as a VRS interpreter for Sorenson Communi-
cations in Winnipeg. Her most recent posting was as an educational interpreter at Killarney Collegiate Institute in,Killarney
Manitoba. She also worked as an intervenor with the Bimfd Services in Vancouver. She also was the recipient of several
bursaries for having demonstrated a high level of skill in ASL, leadership, and community involvement and of the Millennium
OEOStfSyOS ! 61 NR 6KAOK Aa LINBaSYyiGSR (2 &GdzRSyda 6K2 KI ¢
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SDHHS would like to note that its other interpreter in Regina, Karen Nurkowski, will continue to provide interpreting.service
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willing to accept feedback about her interpreting from the consumers, and so we are asking our consumers to be positive
and patient with her as she adjusts to her new life, new friends and new signs in Regina. We are thrilled to have hér as a pa

2F 2dz2NJ GSFY FyR O2YYdzyAdeszr FyR a2 gAGK2dzi Fye FdzNI KSNJ
LETTER FROM THE COMMUNITY I NTERNATI ONAL WOMEN®S DAY UP
April 9, 2010 Every year, SDHH8ong with other community agen-
cies take part in organizing the Women with Disabili-
Dear Roger,
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Day.
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pit place on March 8, 2010 at the Hilton Garden Hotel in

| am so very pleased, relieved, andereergized
with the positive progressive information delivered to
my by Debby Paquin; on an uncertain, spontaneous Vvis

ot your SDHHS office this week.

In short; my initial contact with your office has
proven to be extremely beneficial. Debby was insightfu
perceptive, flexible, knowledgeable, and unexpectedly

inviting towards queries. Her desire to chare and expand

possibilities in many directions left me in the privileged

position of having CHOICES, something that disappeare

with my recent diagnosis of instant idiopathic esieled
SensorNeural profound deafness.

Saskatoon. 104 attendees celebrated women with dis-
abilities and the contributions they make to family and
our community. Entertainment was provided by Ruth
Eliason and the guest speakesas the Honorauble
Donna Harpauer who spoke about her life experiences
with people with disabilities.

KAa @SINRa 22YSy 2F 5Aa0Ay

eegar presented by the 2009 Award recipient Bea
Shortt.

The committee would like to thank the following spon-

b Sors! Hiftbh Gérlieh fhn, Saktel, Acéeds 00O Elevator &
2 Vit IndR Parktown Hotk) The Lalugh Bho THidEody Y R
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ful.

Sincerely,

Elizabthe Ormiston

Shop, Paramount, Persephone Theatre, The Nosegay
Giftshop & Fresh Flowers,

Funding for this event was provided by Government of
Saskatchewan Status of Women Office

See you next year! Date to be announced. More details
will be announced on www.sdhhs.com



SDHHS Annual General Meeting

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Inc. Annual General Meetings will be

¢ ceYy » hosted in Regina on June 19, 2010. Inserted in the Newsletter are nomination forms for
“f; ’(;5 active Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Members only. Directions on how
G ,;} to submit the nomination forms are located at the bottom of the forms.

‘f( w W

Memberships are valid for a year time period. Please ensure, before you submit your
nominations, that you membership is in current standing. If you need, you may conveniently renew your membership
for the nominal fee of $ 5.00/ per person by visiting either Regina or Saskatoon SDHHS offices.

AGM Details
Location: Ramada Hotel, 1818 Victoria Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan
Date: Saturday, June 19, 2010
Registration: 9:30 am to 10:00 am
AGM: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Luncheon: 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

AGM Luncheon/ Guest Speaker

SDHHS is having a luncheon to immediately follow the AGM. The Luncheon fee is $ 15.00 per person. If you would lik
to attend the luncheon please RSVP to the Regina SDHHS Office. Please forward your information before June 15, 2(
to:

AGM Luncheon c/o SDHHS, 2341 Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 1Y9
If you have any additional questions please contact SDHHS at:

Phone: 306352-3323/ 1-800-565-3323

TTY: 520750/ 1-888-272-9116

Email: regina@sdhhs.com

Fax: 306757-3252

The guest speakers are Sonia and Donna Wuttunee and Clarence Neault who will be addressing issues facing Deaf a
Hard of Hearing persons of First Nations ancestry. Sonia is Deaf and was raised in the Red Pheasant First Nation in
Cando, Saskatchewan. She attended and graduated from the R.J.D. Williams School for the Deaf in Saskatoon and ol
GFAYSR KSNJ alddSNRa RSINBS Ay {20AFf 22N] FNBY DIFfftl
behalf of Deaf First Nations people in both Canada and the United States and was active with the Intertribal Deaf Coul
OAf @ 52yyl A& {2YAlFI Q& KSFENAyYy3 GoAy arAaidSNIFyR KIR g2
nator of the Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled, an organization devoted to persons with disabilities in northern
Saskatchewan.

Persons who do not plan to attend the AGM are welcome to join us for the luncheon and to hear the speakers pro-
vided they pay for the luncheon.

** Please confirm before June 15, 2010 to the Regina Office with the Luncheon RSVP inserted in the Newsletter **



SDHHS Annual General Meeting

AGM Board of Directors Elections

POSITION CURRENT STANDING BOARD MEMBER TERM
Deaf One Year Standing Dale Birley

Hearing One Year Standing Kristjana Gudmundson

Deaf One Year Standing Bob Hutchinson

Hard of Hearing One Year Standing Glenda Little

Deafened One Year Standing Pam McConwell
Deaf One Year Standing Joanne Weber
Hearing One Year Standing Paulette Smith

POSITIONS FOR ELECTION

Hard of Hearing Running for reelection Dave Gibson 2 Year
Hearing Running for reelection Scott Harwood 2 Year
Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year
Hard of Hearing Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year
Deafened Open for Nomination North Saskatchewan 2 Year

Nominations Guidelines

Nomination forms for Board Members and AGM proposals are inserted in the Newsletter. Please complete the form and send it to.
Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Saskatoon Office

SDHHS Nominations Committee
c/o SDHHS Saskatoon

#3, 511 1st Avenue, North
Saskatoon, SK, S7K 1X5

AGM Transportation

To all the members who would like to attend the AGM, from Saskatoon and area, SDHHS will be providing transporta-
tion to Regina and return for a nominal fee of $ 15.00 per person. If you are interested in travelling with SDHHS please
contact the Saskatoon Office to RSVP before June 11, 2010. Please RSWB5#5685E800-667-6575 or to Saska-
toon@sdhhs.com



Deafness can be a positive experience

Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (SDHHB)inisl, at the expense of practical education. Not all deaf chil-

an organization aimed at improving the quality of lives of dren succeed in mastering speech and in being fully inte-

deaf and hard of hearing persons. Itis in the processof esBN} 6§ SR Ay | KSFNAy3I a20AS0e d¢
lishing a new early childhood and family support program . 8tfQa FIGKSNE 3N} YRFIGKSNE |

(ECFS) for families with deaf children. ated with work on elocution and speech, and both his mother
Roger Carver, the Executive Director of SDHHS, said, YR A TS 6SNBE RSI ¥ LINBT2dz/yRf
G5SHTFTySaa Ay @2dzy3 OKAf RNBHs réseéath on feRringiakdspetdR furthér kd Him texpe- NJ
tion and one of the easiest disabilities for families to cope ment with hearing devices which eventually led to his inven-
with. It can, and ought to, be a positive experience for famition of the telephone.

lies as it provides them with new opportunities to enrich th?ﬂl'&cordmg to Carver, Deaf persons are impacted by illiteracy
lives and to develop new skills. Parents feel good about haé’nd inadequate education than by their hearing loss, and

ing acquired the ab|I|ty to communicate with Deaf persons SDHHS, sees a steady stream of young Deaf adults who seek
boatAtt aKkFd o y2a Yhye LS2 L5, frr‘?an’?g @rpfoyhn®Bift, and upgrading their education,
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in life like being unable to hear dragonflies buzzing, thewidiB I RAy 3 a1 Attt &a® / F NBSN) al gax
whistling through the trees we live in a world that is more

or the roaring of a waterfall. interconnected through the

Such regrets are unneces- . print medium such as through

sary. The deaf child per- the Internet, email, and text

ceives things in a different ’ messaging. Emphasis on liter-
fashiort the zigzagging (\ \\ v / acy development in young deaf

RN} 32y Ff &Qa ‘ d children would be a key compo-
vibrating in the sunlight, the ‘ nent in our ECFS programming
breeze gently pulsating on , as it will give deaf children a

the face with the leaves $ e U \ ”f/ greater chance of integrating
trembling high above, and | GAGK GKS g2NIR I a
the cool Whi':[e spray r,ising{ \ /L ’ ; GCKAZ A& y2id G2 a
FNEY UGKS gl G- b) ; dren should be prevented from

/' F NBSNXP at N | / developing their hearing and

come to appreciate the rich visual and tactile interpretationspeech skills in favor of sign language. On the contrary, sign
2F (KS g2NI R 02y @gSeSR (K NBIaIuQuF&ge érfne@wewmec‘wemlt dRvelBpyhemt of the child, in-
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hildren by health professionals wh | dical and Iso serves dren are-often
chiidren .y eat. professionals who empioy me _|ca and yod by professionals to av0|d contact with the Deaf commu-
therapeutic solutions focused largely on the hearing and

A N 5 y A U & dsad dcotmentary dn what js happening in Sas-
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the strengths inherent of the Deaf child, chief of which is Vimformation on practical solutions for deaf persons living in
sion. Sign Language is more readily absorbed at a much fastgsaring world developed over the centuries. SDHHS in-
pace by the young Deaf child and contributes greatly to theends to break down this barrier by encouraging such
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acquires sign language and its perfect adaptability forthe Sy NA OKA y 3
purpose of developing his mind; but after all, it is not the lagdded

guage of the millions of people among whom his lot has been
OFaiodé Q Featured in the Leader

Post, on Saturday, May
Bell placed a greater value on the development of speech apdo, Section G10

integration with the hearing over the development of the

ey
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SDHHS YOUTH CAMP ANNOUNCEMENT

~SDHHHS

QurLast

SDHHS
Youth Camp2010

September 10 - 12

Arlington Beach, SK.

Sponsored by Saskatchewan Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Inc. (SDHHS). SDHHS is a bi - lingual, bi -
cultural, non - profit organization which supports the independence of Deaf, Deafened, and Hard of Hearing persons by
providing services which enhance their quality of life.

SDHHS takes great pride in the young people in our province who live with a hearing loss. The purpose of the
Youth Camp is to provide youth of Saskatchewan, aged 13 8 29 who have a hearing loss, with the opportunity to develop
leadership skills, self - advocacy skills and strategies. It is also an opportunity for social interaction, fun and healthy
activities, and to belong.

Email: saskatoon@sdhhs.com
regina@sdhhs.com

VPAD: saskatoonoffice

Phone Toll free: 1 -800- 667 - 6575

Fax: 306 -665-7746

Or visit our website for more information: www.sdhhs.com

*DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FRIDAY, AUG 13 ™ 2010*

The registration form is inserted into this Newsletter
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CHHA EVEN® Regina

Living With Hearing Loss
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This is why Gael became involved in hearing loss advocacy a few years ago and has since made three discoveries:
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These discoveries, not only helped Gael to better cope with her hearing loss, but also gave her arudaioia way
to express the emotional impact of hearing loss.

As an actress, Gael knows how powerfully drama can illuminate the emotional heart of an issue in a way mere words
Olyy2id ¢KS NBa&dz ( -wioenanplayyhit$akeNdRe atdReRc® iStd theSminks agdyhéarts of people
with hearing loss. If your life has been troubled in any way by hearing loss, as most people have, whether personally ¢
GKNRdZAK a2YS2yS @2dz {y26X &2dz gAff ARSYyi(GATe 6A0GK (KS

LIS NJFF 2 N

DI St ¢K2 tA@Sa Ay araaraaldars hyd a
| NAY3 ! a3a2

5AaGNAROG . NIYOK 2F (GKS /FYlFIRALY
the RCMP Heritage Centre in Regina on Saturday evening, May 15.

As an added attraction, Dacy Zacharias, the Canadian Cochlear Awareness Network Manager, who is the mother of
two bilaterally implanted daughters, will discuss implantable hearing solutions and who is a candidate.

This exciting evening will begin at 6:30pm with a Wine and Cheese Reception, featuring an informative Trade Show of
listening and Signalling Devices.

Come and enjoy this entertaining performance, which can act as a stepping stone to living successfully with the impac
of hearing loss. For tickets and information, please contact the SDHHS office in Regina at (3823352

For further information:
George Thomas, Regina, SK., (306)1%8H

Email jgthomas@accesscomm.ca



CHHA EVENBREGINA
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Its not just about hearing. Its about being heard.

An Evening with Gael !

Saturday, May 15, 2010
at the SGI Theatre, RCMP Heritage Centre
5907 Dewdney Avenue

Wine & Cheese Reception and Tradeshow: 6:00 pm
Show Time: 7:30 pm

Gael Hannan

Unheard Voices, a one-woman play, is a candid and compassionate portrayal of people
dealing with the life -changing impact of hearing loss.

Dacy Zacharias

Cochlear Awareness Network Manager 1 Canada
Dacy, a mother of two bilaterally implanted girls, will present on how hearing
Cochlear~ Wworks, implantable hearing solutions, and who is a Candidate?

Entertainment will be captioned.

Tickets $25.00
For tickets call:

SDHHS 2341 Broad Street 1-800-565-3323
George Thomas at 306-585-1006
Gloria Knous at 306 -457-3259

Sue Bernt at 306 -546-1022

~
Canadian Hard of Hearing Association

Association des malentendants canadiens
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ARTICLE: An Interesting Paradox

By J. Freeman King, Ed. D.
Utah State University

The latest phenomenon to impact North America re-
lated to language acquisition and learning is the use of
sign language to enhance the language development
. of hearing babies, toddlers, and preschoolers. Con-
versely, there is a push, mainly by substantive-oral
aural organizations and some psychologists, audiolo-
& gists, and speech language pathologists, to promote
speech, but not the use of sign language, for infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers who are deaf. The basis for
this push is the erroneous belief that the use of sign
language will inhibit, if the prevent, the development
of speech. Herein is the paradox: eliciting the use of
another sense (vision) and sign language to promote
language development in the hearing child, yet pro-
hibiting the child who is deaf from using a visual lan-
SPEECh for Children who are Deaf guage. In essence, the degf chi_Id is being penali_zed for
his or her weakness (hearing), instead of promoting
their strength (vision).

Research has shown that sign language (for both hearing and deaf infants, toddlers, and preschoolers) provides the
earliest possible mode through which children can learn expressive language skills and open the door to shared meanings.
The reason for this is that children begin to learn language long before they are physically capable of producing speech.
While speech capabilities are still maturing, children struggle to find ways of expressing their wants, desires, andsntentio
Given exposure to a visual language of signs, children are able to master language at an earlier stage. Signing children can
communicate, while their peers are frustrated when others cannot comprehend their communication attempts.

Linguistic competency is necessary for human interaction. Language is necessary for the flow of information be-
tween children; between children and their parents; and between children and their teachers. Language is used to develop
and enhance cognitive skills, to develop literacy, and to develop social and emotional skills. It is the pathway taaitellect
growth, and essential for involvement in the entirety of the educational experience. Hence the idea that sign language can
be another avenue to assist the hearing child in learning and utilizing language. Sign Language is a tool that can be used to
promote language and speech competency in hearing children, even though speech is the primary tool through which lan-
guage is produced. It is not putting the cart before the horse when speech, which either cannot be hear or only partially
heard, also becomes the primary tool for the child who is deaf through which language can be accessed and produced?

If, in fact, as research has demonstrated the use of sign language promotes speech development and provides a
bridge to English language acquisition in children who can hear, would it not be logical to assume that the use of sign lan-
guage by children who are deaf would also be a viable bridge to accessing the English language?

Even though North American education champions bilingualism in hearing children, why does it in the same breath,
apparently for the sake of parental and educational options, deny such a possibility to children who are deaf? Is @atot logi
FYR tAy3dAaadaortte algge G2 LXlre G2 GKS OKAfRQa adNBy3l

Common sense, as well as research has illuminated much related to language acquisition and language learning:
9F N¥ & fly3dzZ3sS tSENYAy3d SELISNASYyOSa | FFSOG 20 KSNlatknS | &
language access can negatively impact cognitive, psychological, and social development. Poor language skills are often link
to behavioral problems, academic difficulties, lowered-sslieem, and social immaturity. Behavioral problems, for example,
FNB 2F0Sy GKS SyR NBadzZ i 2F OKAftRNBYyQa FTNHzZAONI GAz2y i y
Yet, research shows that children with strong language skills, regardless of the language, consistently out perfornrsheir pee
on tests of intelligence and other measures of success. The language might be English or French or another spoken lan-
guage, or it can be sign language; the key is language accessibility of a deep and meaningful nature. The earlier a child ac-
quires his or her first language, the greater the success will be in acquiring subsequent language skills and meetimg other i
portant developmental milestones.



ARTICLE: An Interesting Paradox

All children (hearing and deaf) can benefit from the use of sign language, with ng
risk to academic, social, or emotional development, or spoken language skitis
both hearing and deaf children, sign language gives a head start in language le
and can lead to higher achievement in measures of intelligence and academic &

of speech skills in either deaf or hearing children.

For infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are deaf, sign language is a critical
step to communication It provides the only accessible venue for natural and com-

plete language acquisition in the early years, and serves to prevent children who are deaf from becoming victims of the stag
ISNAY3 tFy3dzZ 3S RStlea 2FiSy |a3a20AFiSR gAGK RSFFTySaao
YR O23yAGAGS RS@GSt2LIYSyilis OKAtRNByQa (1yz2¢fSRAS 2F &aAriddy
tive community of other deaf individuals.

Infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are hard of hearing often fall through the cracks of the educational system, be-
cause of the erroneous assumption that they are primarily auditory learndgsen minimal hearing losses that are diag-

nosed as being within normal limits have been shown to have significant negative impacts on children. The less significant
the hearing loss, the smaller the chances of having the loss identified early. After the hearing loss is identified gieahnolo
assistance and / or added speech training are hard pressed to compensate for a profound inability to fully access spoken lal
guage. For these children, sign language provides the only bridge to fully accessing language. It also serves to psevide acce
to the critical element of incidental learning, in that a visual access to language is given that would otherwise beymissed b
assuming that the child is able to hear and understand the spoken form of the language.

Even though technology can be a useful tool for promoting speech, it does not necessarily assure the expectation es-
poused A child with a cochlear implant or one who uses hearing aids is, at best, hard of hearing. Maintenance issues, pro-
gramming/ adjustment issues, and restrictions as to when and where technological devices can be conveniently and safely
used can create problems. The use of sign language is a viable solution to these problems. Sign language can be utilized b
fore audiological supports can be properly fitted and/ or programmed for children. If children and able to develop spoken
language skills, the use of signs should be continued to complement spoken language, especially when the need for commt
nication is immediate and spoken language becomes inadequate due to difficulties with the technology, poor acoustics in thi
environment, or other extenuating factors.
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make this decision; however, closely observing and letting the child take the lead regarding communication and language is
an important element that should be considered. Regardless, keeping in mind that the child who is deaf (with our without a
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not his or her weakness, hearing.

Historically many children who are deaf have been placed iraanall only programs, then transferred to signing programs
when it was discovered that they were not cgalral candidates, and were not able to access language. Perhaps all children
who are deaf should be placed in signing programs initially, then switched taumall programs if they are failing. It is saf

to say that very few would be switched to caalral programs due to failure to access language. Initially, though, the child
ought to be given the best of both worlds: the opportunity and the ability to use sign language, when appropriate, and the
opportunity and the ability to use speech, when appropriate.
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Dr. J. Freeman King is the director of Deaf education at Utah State University. He has worked as a classroom teacher
coach, Deaf of Students and supervising teacher at the New Mexico School for the Deaf and the Louisiana School for
the Deaf. Dr. King has authored numerous articles for professional journals, and two books related to Deaf Ed{ication:
Basic American Sign Language Principles for Hearing Parents of Deaf Children and Introduction to Deaf Educpation: A
Deaf Perspective. He is also the author o Underwater Communication: A Guide for Scuba and Commercial Diyers anc
co-developed two poster series for a classroom teachers of deaf children: Signs with Multiple English Meanings and

Signonyms.




Hard of Hearing Association 6 Saskatoon, Inc.

Are you Hard of Hearing and are having difficulties? Do yoL
want to learn to read lips and cope with your situations?
¢KSY 0O2YS YR 22AY dza | yeé
fun! Family members are welcome!

LIPREADING SHARING AND SOCIAL
When: Every Wednesday, starting April 7, 2010
and again on September 8, 2010
Where:Cosmopolitan Seniors Center,
614, 11th Street East, Saskatoon, SK
Time 1:00¢3:00 p.m.

~ Computer Notgaking Services will be provided~

If you wish to attend or want more information, please call
Ken Murray at 249357 or Email: kmurry@sasktel.net
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We would like to extend a special thanks to the funders and
corporate donors who help us to break the sound barrier.
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United Way
4 of Saskatoon & Area
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